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STRESSES MECHANIZATION ON TEA
AND COTTON PLANTATIONS

URGE ALL-OUT EFFORT TO MECHANIZE COTTON GROWING -- Pravda Vostoka, 25 Jul 50

Cotton production in the Uzbek SSR has teen mechanized all along the line,
from presowing operations to the picking and cleaning of raw cotton. The Tash-
kent and Chirchik Agricultural-Machinery plants are supplying the cotton indus-
try with seeders, cultivators, cotton-pickers, and cotton cleaners. The Samar-
kend Krasnyy Dvigetel‘ and the Tashkent Sharikopodshipnik plants supply the MIS
with spare perts. The machines and parts produced in the Uzbek SSR affect
other parts of the USSR as well, since they are sent to cotton-growing regions
of the Azerbaydzhan, Turkmen, Kazakh, Ukraine, and other SSR.

This year, a number of plants failed to meet the plan for the production
of agricultural machines. The Uzbeksel'mash Plant failed to begin on time the
output of sprayer-defoliators. This plant is lacking in many tools and attach-
ments, and the work among its various shops is not sufficiently coordinated.
This leads to & lest-minute speed up and lowers the quality of the products.
Individuals in the departments of production, chief metallurgist, labor and
wages, and supplies iry to atiribute the unsatisfactory supply situation and
the low level of mechanizetion to "reasons beyond their control." This atti-
tude must be resolutely fought. For example, during the past few years, there
has been talk in this plant about modernizing the casting shop. The plant has
all the necessary means to carry this out, but so far has dcae nothing. Having
Joined the peace watch, Uzbeksel'mash has promised to meet the government's or-
ders for machines, to improve their quality and to lover, their cost. The
timely delivery of defollating machines is essential to the mechanization of
cotton picking. . -

Teshsel'mash has done much towards organizing series production of cotton-
picking machines and to reduce their labor consumption. Some deays, the main
conveyer exceeds the assembly norm. However, this plant is unable to overcome
one of its basic shortcomings, the coordination between the billet and assembly
shops.
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Timely delivery of spare parts to MPS and kolkhozes is extremely important
for the repair of agricultural machines and tractors. Along with the special-
ized plants, all other industrial enterprises must contribute tc the solution
of this problem. The Ministries of.Cotton Growing and Agriculture of Uzbek SSR
must intensify their supervision over the filling of their orders. .

Inadequate azsistance is given to the cotton industry by the Ministry of
Local Industry Uzbek SSR and the industrial and invalids' cooperatives. Their
plants have not developed sufficiently the repair of kolkhoz tools and equip-
ment.

DESIGN BUREAU TRIES TO MECHANIZE TEA PLANTATIONS -- Tbilisi Zarya Vostoka,
3 Aug 50 :

Last year, = special design bureau was established in the Ministry of Ag-
ricultural-Machine Building USSR devoted to mechanizing the work of plantations
growing tea and other subtiropical culture in the Georgian SSR. Since then,
the bureau's work has been crowned by the design of the ChP-1.5 tea-pruning ma-
chine, which has recently passed successful tests and been recommended for se-
ries production. The machine is designed to be coupled to the U-2 tractor.

To adapt the tractor to the ChP-1.5, it has been necessary, in addition to
enlarging the tractort's wheel, tc increase its draft power and to coordinate
its speed with that of the machine. This has been done by means of a special
attachment, the so-called demultiplicator, which can be used for other tea-
tending operations as well.

At the suggestion of N. Kostav, one of the bureau's engineers, three other
self-propelled tea-pruning machines have been designed. One, a motorcycle type,
is intended for steep inclines up to 30 degrees. All of these machines are cur-
rently being tested.

The bureau has also achieved notaktle success in the design of general pur-
pose self-propelled machines for mountainous terrain. These machines, which
are suapension type, can be used simultaneously for tea-pruning, spraying, cul-
tiveting, and fertilizing. Such machines, which are able to work on a 25~
degree incline, have not yet been designed outside of the USSR.

A serious problem which is now engaging the efforts of the bureau is to
design a tea-harvesting machine. Six variants have already been worked out and
are now undergoing laboratory tests.

In addition to the above, the bureau is working on machines and implements
for the mechanization of labor on plantations which raise citrus and other sub- :
tropical and industrial crops. It has already designed a vineyard cultivating :
plow, which hes shown good performance in laboratory tests and is now undergoing
officiel tests.

A number of complex machines are still in the process of designing. They
include a completely new machine for the fumigation of tea plants by means of
cyanide gas and a lighter type of cableway for the transport of tea from plan-
tations to the tea factories. This will free a considerable number of trucks
and will improve the quality of the tea. At the request of the government of
the Georgian SSR, & combined corn and soybean cluster seeder, designed by
S. Chochiya, is now in the process of construction. This seeder will replace &
large number of workers, save much seed, and increase the yield of these crops.

The volume and complexity of the problems attending the design of new ma-
chines mekes increasingly apparent the need to transfer to the bureau one of
the Tbilisi plants for experimentation and for series production of the ma-
chines designed.
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